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281 Days Later: Speaker Ryan’s Broken Promises to  

Solve the DACA Crisis & Protect DREAMers 
 

 

For months, Speaker Ryan has promised to address the DACA crisis created by President Trump and bring 

to the Floor legislative solutions to protect DREAMers. But for months, he has refused to let the House work 

its will on bipartisan proposals that have been put forward. Here’s a review of the promises Speaker Ryan 

made:   

 

First, he urged President Trump not to rescind protections for DREAMers. 

 

House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI): “I don’t think he should [end DACA]. I believe that this is 

something Congress has to fix…” [Politico, 9/1/17] 

 

One day after President Trump created the DACA crisis, Speaker Ryan promised that Congress would take 

action to protect DREAMers: 

 

“It is my hope that the House and Senate, with the president’s leadership, will be able to find consensus 

on a permanent legislative solution that includes ensuring that those who have done nothing wrong can 

still contribute as a valued part of this great country.” [Statement, 9/5/17] 

 

Two days later: 

 

“Look, I think people should rest easy… the president also gave us the time and space we're going to 

need to find where that compromise is…What we don't want to have happen is another DACA problem 

in 10 years from now. We want to make sure that we fix this issue for these kids, for these young people, 

and to address the root cause of the problem.” [Washington Post, 9/6/17] 

 

139 days later: 

 

“We are for fixing this problem. As you know, we want to make sure that we fix it more 

comprehensively so we don't have another DACA problem in a few years…” [Fox News, 1/22/18] 

 

“We need to move forward in good faith, yes on DACA and immigration…” [Floor Remarks, 1/22/18] 

 

147 days later: 

 

“We want to find a DACA solution, we will find a DACA solution…” [Press Conference Remarks, 

1/30/18] 

 

156 days later:  
 

“My commitment to working together on an immigration measure that we can make law is a sincere 

commitment. Let me repeat. My commitment to working together on an immigration measure that we 

can make law is a sincere commitment. We will solve this DACA problem.” [Floor Remarks, 2/8/18] 

 

“To anyone who doubts my intention to solve this problem and bring up a DACA and immigration 

reform bill, do not. We will bring a solution to the floor, one that the president will sign...we are 

committed to getting this done.” [Press Conference Remarks, 2/8/18] 

 

 

http://www.politico.com/story/2017/09/01/daca-dreamers-trump-paul-ryan-242257
https://www.speaker.gov/press-release/statement-daca-program
https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/dreamers-can-rest-easy-ryan-says-promising-congressional-action/2017/09/06/54053ef8-9307-11e7-8754-d478688d23b4_story.html?utm_term=.5841ceaa734c
http://video.foxnews.com/v/5716581693001/?playlist_id=930909787001#sp=show-clips
https://www.speaker.gov/press-release/speaker-ryans-floor-remarks-end-shutdown
https://www.speaker.gov/general/speaker-ryan-talks-defense-funding-sotu-leadership-press-conference
https://www.congress.gov/congressional-record/2018/2/8/house-section/article/h1002-2?r=4
https://twitter.com/cspan/status/961642552272269312?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fpolitics%2Fla-na-pol-essential-washington-updates-speaker-ryan-says-daca-immigration-1518111570-htmlstory.html
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157 days later:  
 

“I’m confident we can bring a bipartisan solution to the floor that can get signed into law and solve this 

problem. We want a DACA solution. We want an immigration solution. I'm confident we can get there.” 

[ABC, 2/9/18] 

 

162 days later: 

 

“We clearly need to address this issue in March…” [Roll Call, 2/14/18] 

 

247 days later:  

 

“I would like to have an immigration vote before the Midterms.” [Reuters, 5/10/18] 

 

275 days later: 

 

“I feel good about the kind of conversations we’re having…We have a big swath of views within our 

conference on this issue. And I really do believe there’s a sweet spot here." [USA Today, 6/6/18] 

 

276 days later: 

 

“The next step is to start putting pen to paper so we can get legislation to the floor.” [New York Times, 

6/7/18] 

 

281 days later:  

 

Speaker Ryan is promising votes on legislation that he knows will not become law: “House Republicans 

will vote next week on two bills…. They've been left to accept Speaker Paul Ryan's idea: One vote on a 

conservative proposal drafted by Judiciary Committee Chairman Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.), and a second 

on a compromise package still being assembled by Ryan in consultation with moderates and 

conservative Republicans. Neither is expected to pass, according to Republicans in all camps.” 

[Politico, 6/12/18] 

 

Democrats will continue to call for Republican leadership to bring four measures to the Floor under a 

Queen of the Hill Rule: the bipartisan DREAM Act, the bipartisan USA Act, the Goodlatte proposal, and any 

measure that the Speaker wants. There is no fairer process than that. The Speaker should allow the House to 

work its will.  

https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/immigration-debate-takes-center-stage-congress-faces-march/story?id=52964512
https://www.rollcall.com/news/politics/ryan-house-pass-daca-bill-march
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-immigration-congress-daca-ryan/speaker-paul-ryan-eyes-immigration-bill-before-november-elections-idUSKBN1IB2DM
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2018/06/06/gop-leaders-scramble-find-solution-immigration/677304002/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/07/us/politics/house-immigration-showdown.html
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/06/12/dreamers-daca-republican-moderates-642335

